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Introduction 

 The American church is in crisis due to conflicts over both the Word of God and the 

Spirit of God.  The definition of Christianity as a whole has been redefined and become more of 

a generic label rather than anchored in the birth, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

We live in a day and age when only one-tenth (11%) of self-professing Christians believe that 

salvation through faith in Jesus is essential to their Christian identity1 and less than one-third of 

self-identified Protestant Christians believe the foundational doctrines that led to the Protestant 

Reformation (Sola Fide and Sola Scriptura).2  Among the churches that adhere to the 

foundational beliefs of Protestantism and that share the gospel (Evangelicals), it is important to 

understand that Pentecostals and Charismatics fit into this broader category.  However, within 

this broader group of Evangelicals, we find schisms around; Spirit baptism, operation of the gifts 

of the Spirit (particularly speaking in tongues), conflict over current revelation from God, etc.3  

The mere existence of the Pentecostal denomination is evidence of the division caused by Spirit 

baptism and tongues, yet, as we have seen with previous revivals, when the Spirit of God moves, 

He moves with fire, often with the evidence of tongues and is able to cross denominational lines.  

Even with these ecumenical moves of the Spirit, the full Pentecostal experience was not fully 

embraced or encouraged throughout the denomination, which created additional division4, 

dwindling the fire down to a faint flicker unable to warm or draw others.  

Scripturally we understood the Church to be the Body of Christ with Jesus as the head, 

yet, as we look at the landscape of the church, we have a Body that has been ripped apart due to 

 
1 Pew Research Center, April 12, 2016, “Religion in Everyday Life,” 33. 
2 Pew Research Center, August 13, 2017, “US Divided Over Reformation-Era Controversies 500 Years Later,” 4. 
3Amos, Young, “The Word and the Spirit of The Spirit and the Word,” Trinity Journal, 2002, 245-246 
4Allan Heaton Anderson, An Introduction to Pentecostalism (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2014), 163. 
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the various divisions and schisms noted above.  It is imperative that the church is united in Christ 

and walk in a level of intimacy in preparation for His return.  This level of intimacy is the 

Church walking as the Bride of Christ.  I propose that the very issues that have caused the 

majority of the division within the church, baptism of the Holy Spirit and tongues, are precisely 

what are needed to unify the Body of Christ and bring Her to maturity, clothed in Her bridal 

attire, ready to meet her Bridegroom.  While mankind is developed in the womb of a woman, the 

Body of Christ is developed in what I am calling the Womb of God.  In the same way that human 

fetuses are under attack in our current culture of death, there is an assault on the Body of Christ 

attempting to hinder or completely destroy the life that is developing in the Womb of God.  God 

in His faithfulness has revealed these truths in both His Word through the feasts and celebrations 

of Israel and in His creation through the development of a human fetus which we will explore in 

detail on the pages that follow.   

 

The Womb of God 

The late Zola Levitt, a Messianic Jewish scholar and teacher, eloquently demonstrates how the 

Seven Feasts of Israel correlate with the salvation of mankind through the life of Jesus Christ.  

Jesus fulfilled each feast on its appropriate day5, and as Levitt specifies, we are in between 

feasts6 as we await His return. He also demonstrated how the feasts and festivals of Israel 

correlate with the development of a human fetus. As we await Jesus’ return to fulfill the final 

feasts, the feasts are played out in totality in the development of physical and spiritual man.   The 

following analysis will expand upon fetal development and look at the development of the Body 

 
5 Zola Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel (Dallas: Zola Levitt Ministries, 1979), 4. 
6 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 1. 
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of Christ and what is required for His return.  We must be prepared, for there will be a day when 

new life will no longer be possible, and He will peel back the heavens and come back for His 

Beloved.  While life begins at conception both in the womb of the woman and the Womb of 

God, it is His desire that we develop into who He created us to be and fulfill our destinies in 

order to accomplish His plans for mankind.  I will demonstrate through the feasts and festivals of 

Israel that in order to live as a Bride, Spirit Baptism and continual intimacy with the Spirit 

through worship and prayer language are required. 

The Feasts and Festivals of Israel 

Passover 

The first of the seven feasts of Israel is Passover which is celebrated the 14th day of the 

first month. Jesus celebrated Passover on His last night and then offered Himself as the perfect 

sacrifice once and for all for the salvation of mankind.7 Due to the shedding of His blood and His 

suffering, His blood flows from the cross and makes new life possible for any who would receive 

Him. It is the same for woman. Once a woman has reached maturity, her blood begins to flow, 

and new life is possible. Her body yields fruit monthly presenting an opportunity for new life, 

and in His perfection, the egg appears on the 14th day of a new month in correlation with 

Passover.8  In the same way that the flow of blood in a woman does not guarantee offspring, the 

blood flowing from the cross does not guarantee new life; yet without the blood life is not 

possible. 

  

 
7 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 4-5. 
8 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 20. 
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Unleavened Bread 

The second Jewish feast is the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which begins the evening after 

Passover, or Good Friday. The bread is broken and then buried for three days and resurrected on 

the third day in celebration of this feast shadowing the death, burial and resurrection of our 

Lord.9  While Passover represents His suffering, Unleavened Bread represents His death.  His 

suffering alone was insufficient to save us, He had to die.  Since the fall of man all of creation is 

in a process of decay. Jesus’ death was the most decisive event in human history and altered the 

power of death forever.  Jesus came to invade every form of death; physical, spiritual and 

emotional, and infuse it with life.10 

Prior to the death of Jesus on the cross, our world was a closed womb with no access to 

the Father. His suffering started the flow of blood, but it was His death that tore the veil and 

opened heaven providing access to the Father. He came to inaugurate a new covenant with 

renewed intimacy and the supreme gift of the Holy Spirit, who leads man to the saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is an invasion from without and a penetration of 

heaven coming from earth.11 It is the combined work of the death and resurrection of Jesus and 

the work of the Holy Spirit that leads us to Jesus, who creates new life as we receive Jesus Christ 

as our personal Savior.   

It is the same for woman, the blood alone does not provide the full opportunity for new 

life. If she never entered into a relationship with a man, neither the flow of blood nor the 

presence of an egg would generate new life. A veil must be torn, and the egg fertilized within 24 

 
9 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 4-5. 
10 Jack Hayford, The Visitor (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, 1986), 115-116. 
11 Rodman J. Williams, Renewal Theology: God, the World and Redemption (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 203. 
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hours after ovulation to bring forth new life.12 In the same way that the sperm must be received 

and the egg fertilized, Jesus must be received for new life to begin. Receiving Jesus removes a 

spiritual veil which covers and tarnishes our understanding, yet it is only the first of many veils 

to be removed. “Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But when 

anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 

of the Lord is there is freedom.” (2 Corinthians 3: 15-17, NKJV) Reception of Jesus Christ as 

Savior is the beginning, but further development is required in order to become a new creation.  

Firstfruits 

Firstfruits is celebrated on the Sunday during the week of Unleavened Bread which 

correlates with the resurrection of Jesus, who rose precisely on the Feast of Firstfruits and 

presented firstfruit offerings to the Father as the graves were opened. Firstfruits was the last feast 

that Jesus personally celebrated on earth. With the celebration of Firstfruits we not only celebrate 

the resurrection of Jesus, but also the ultimate resurrection of the entire Church.13 “For as in 

Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ 

the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.” (1 Corinthians 15:22-23, NKJV) 

In the development of a fetus, Firstfruits coincides with the implantation of the fertilized 

egg in the uterus and is when growth begins. As is the case with the Feast of Firstfruits, the 

timing of the implantation of the egg is within a range rather than on a specific cycle. It could 

take anywhere from a day to six days for the fertilized egg to travel and implant in the uterine 

wall.14 If the fertilized egg does not attach securely, the opportunity for new life is interrupted 

 
12 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 20. 
13 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 6-7. 
14 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 21. 
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and the egg is miscarried. In the same way the uterine wall must be healthy to receive the egg, 

the heart of man must be softened in order for spiritual growth to occur. The Word of God must 

fall on good soil to produce spiritual fruit. (Luke 8: 5-8) The initial growth of the embryo is the 

firstfruits of new life as it is implanted on good ground. This ground is both the heart of the man 

as well as the nurturing environment of the surrounding church.  A full understanding of the 

Gospel and the power of the blood of Jesus prepares the soil.  Faulty belief systems create hard 

places in the ground hindering growth. 

Firstfruits correlates with being born again, which may or may not happen at the moment 

of salvation.  We have all witnessed and perhaps experienced the transition from being churched 

and loving God and then having an awakening when we are born again.  It is important to honor 

the work of the Lord in those who have not yet been born again and draw them into a more 

intimate relationship with Jesus rather than rejecting their journeys and missing the opportunity 

for a new creation.  This lack of respect for the embryonic faith of those outside the evangelical 

ranks is a key factor in the division between the various Protestant denominations as well as our 

Anglican brethren.  If we speak truth in love and respect, we will be able to draw them in closer 

and help them continue on their developmental journey.  We also have many brethren who have 

developed to this point and are born-again but are stunted at this phase. A great deal more growth 

is required before the baby is ready to be born. 

Pentecost 

The fourth Feast of Israel is the Feast of Pentecost which is also known as the Feast of 

Harvest. Pentecost occurs exactly 50 days after Firstfruits15 and coincides with the giving of the 

 
15 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 8-9. 
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Holy Spirit in Acts, gathering a harvest of 3,000 souls. (Acts 2:1). In the development of physical 

man in the womb of a woman, there too is a delay after the embryo is implanted in the uterus. 

While changes and growth occur up until this point, there are no significant changes until 50 

days after implantation.  At this time the embryo becomes recognizable as a human fetus, a new 

creature,16 and it is the same for spiritual man.  While the Holy Spirit is available to all believers, 

this process of being filled with or baptized with the Holy Spirit for the purpose of maturing and 

equipping produces significant change in the believer.17 Prior to this experience, an individual 

may experience few monumental signs of growth in their spiritual walk, however, after receiving 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit they will never be the same again. The disciples, although lovers 

of Jesus, were instructed to tarry and wait until they were endued with power from on high. 

(Luke 24:49) It was only after the baptism of the Holy Spirit that they were ready to become 

witnesses and step into their callings. If the apostles, who physically saw the risen Lord, needed 

the Holy Spirit to be prepared for their callings, how much more do we need the Holy Spirit?18   

Every believer has the Spirit of God dwelling in them, but He may not be dwelling in 

power. It is possible to be a child of God, but not have the power, liberty or love that real 

Disciples of Christ should have. Entrance into eternal life through receiving Jesus is the primary 

focus of the cross, but it must not end there. Out of every believer should flow rivers of living 

water to bless mankind. We drink and receive life from Christ when we are born of the Spirit, but 

as we are filled with the Spirit there is an overflow of life for others. 19 Being filled with the 

Spirit is a profound internal experience of the Spirit of God moving throughout like wind and fire 

until all barriers are breached, and the Holy Spirit permeates every area of one’s being becoming 

 
16 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 21-22. 
17 Williams, Renewal Theology: God, the World and Redemption, 203. 
18 Dwight L. Moody, Secret Power (Ventura: Regal Books, 1987), 154. 
19 Moody, Secret Power, 51. 
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sensitized to His Divine Presence and activity. “For the Holy Spirit makes God’s fatherhood real 

to us as He whispers into our innermost being, “You are God’s beloved child!’” (Romans 8:16 

TPT) Just as John’s baptism is a complete submersion into water, when Jesus baptizes us into the 

Holy Spirit, we are completely submerged into the Spirit of our Father.20 In a complete 

atmosphere of total surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ the Spirit is given. When His child 

is ready to give up everything for the sake of the cross, surrender all and lay one’s life at His 

complete disposal, the Spirit is freely given. This yielding is not the work of sanctification but 

servanthood. The servant of God fully abandoned to His purposes is given the power of the Spirit 

to die to himself so He may live. This is the Spirit that enables the Church to be crucified with 

Christ, the power to die so others may live.21 As with the baby at this stage of development, 

without Spirit baptism, a follower of Christ will not be recognizable as a Christ follower. Spirit 

baptism is required for the transformation of man into the likeness of Christ. Although we may 

be alive in Christ, we have been brought forth from the grave and we must enter into the process 

of having our burial rags removed, unveiled, in order to see Him clearly and shine as His Bride.  

Shame and sin have covered us and with the washing and cleansing of the Spirit we may once 

again be naked and unashamed before our Father.  Without this transformation, the on-looking, 

unbelieving world is unlikely to find anything compelling about the faith. We must be a 

transformed people to shine His light, for if the light in you is darkness, how great is that 

darkness? (Matthew 6: 23b) 

 

 

 
20 Rodman J. Williams, Salvation, The Holy Spirit and Christian Living (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990), 178, 203. 
21 Williams, Salvation, The Holy Spirit and Christian Living, 175. 
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Trumpets 

The Feast of Trumpets is the fifth feast of Israel which is celebrated at the beginning of 

the seventh month. In the life of the Church, it is understood that the Feast of Trumpets will be 

celebrated by Jesus at His return when the final trumpet sounds and the Church will be called to 

Him at the rapture.22 When looking at the development of a fetus, the seventh month is marked 

by the development of the baby’s hearing. At the first day of the seventh month a baby can 

discriminate a sound for what it really is.23 In the same way the Jewish people hear the call to 

come and worship God, at the precise timing of the Feast of Trumpets a baby can now recognize 

the voice of her mother and father. 

As spiritual man continues to develop and grow it is critical that he can also recognize the 

voice of the Father and respond to His beckoning to come closer and follow Him. At the fall man 

became fearful of His voice and with the baptism of the Holy Spirit man can now hear God and 

no longer be fearful. “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” (John 

10:27, NKJV) When one is able to hear God personally, the reality of the Presence and love of 

God is forever anchored in the heart of man and there is an added assurance of Whose you are 

that weakens the effect of the attacks of the enemy. 

Atonement 

The Day of Atonement occurs on the tenth day of the seventh month following the Feast 

of Trumpets. This is the day the high priest enters the Holy of Holies and offers a fire sacrifice to 

atone for the sins of man.24 For the Church the Atonement is complete, but servants of God must 

 
22 Robert H. Stein, Jesus the Messiah: A Survey of the Life of Christ (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 1996), 276. 
23 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 23. 
24 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 13. 
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appropriate this atoning work by offering themselves as living sacrifices on the alter in order to 

be transformed into the image of Christ. “I will bring one-third through the fire, will refine them 

as silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, and I will answer 

them. I will say, ‘This is My people’; and each one will say, ‘The Lord is my God.” (Zechariah 

13:9)  

When we look at the development of the human fetus, the tenth day of the seventh month, 

important changes take place in the blood of the baby. While the baby is secure in the mother’s 

womb, the oxygen from the mother’s blood supplies oxygen to the developing fetus; however, in 

order for the baby to survive outside the womb the blood must change so that it can carry oxygen 

on its own. On the tenth day of the seventh month the blood is transformed so that the baby, 

when outside the womb, will be able to carry its own oxygen.25  

As spiritual man abides in the vine, He provides all that we need.  His blood cleanses us 

if we cling to Him and this atoning work enables us to receive directly from the Father.  We are 

united with the Spirit and receive breath from heaven through prayer language and are cleansed 

and purified in the refining fire.  As servants of the Living God, who have been given the power 

to die so that others may live, we are able to enter the Holy of Holies, submitting ourselves as 

living sacrifices to His holy fire.  The self-life must die so that His divine nature may have room 

to grow; however, this pruning process is voluntary and self-inflicted. Love led Jesus to Calvary, 

and it is love that leads the disciple to the refining and pruning process required to bear much 

fruit.26 It is important to note that this is an abiding life, not a one-time experience of receiving 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  We must continually be filled, refreshed and renewed.  It is the 

 
25 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 23. 
26 Donald Gee, Fruitful or Barren? Studies on the Fruit of the Spirit, (Springfield: Gospel Publishing House, 1961), 

4. 



12 

 

only path to transformation for if the light in us is darkness, how dark is that?  To fully represent 

Jesus to a dark and dying world we must become light. Through intimacy with the Holy Spirit, 

He unwraps us and removes the burial rags (veils) that have blocked us from His Presence so 

that we are no longer slaves of fear but sons and daughters of the King and, ultimately, His 

Bride. What He desires above all else is to see His beloved find satisfaction in His Presence, as it 

was intended in the garden.   

I submit that prayer language is critical in this refining process.  It has only been through 

my prayer language that deep pain has been released in my life, cleansing and freeing me from 

the trauma of my past.  Deep pain and sadness have been uprooted that was planted early in my 

childhood and lurked about tormenting me.  Without my prayer language I would be unable to 

walk in freedom and truth.  Through prayer language we receive oxygen from heaven that purges 

our souls from the taint of this fallen world.  This is mouth-to-mouth communion with the Living 

God, a Holy Kiss, as we are united with the Spirit and the Spirit prays through us.  Prayer 

language not only allows a deep, inner work within the soul but also unites us with the Spirit in 

heavenly places where He can share His heart and show us His plans.  It is intimate, personal and 

revelatory.  Prayer language not only allows the Spirit to war on our behalf internally but also is 

effective warfare against principalities that try to infiltrate territory that belongs to the Lord.  

“And in a similar way, the Holy Spirit takes hold of us in our human frailty to empower us in our 

weakness.  For example, at times we don’t even know how to pray, or know the best things to 

ask for.  But the Holy Spirit rises within us to super-intercede on our behalf, pleading to God 

with emotional sighs too deep for words.  God, the searcher of the heart, knows fully our 

longings, yet he also understands the desires of the Spirit, because the Holy Spirit passionately 
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pleads before God for us, His holy ones, in perfect harmony with God’s plan and our destiny.” 

(Romans 8:26-27 TPT) 

Tabernacles 

The Feast of Tabernacles takes place on the 15th day of the seventh month when faithful 

Jews are to build a shelter outside of their homes and worship the Lord. For the Church this 

represents the Lord’s shelter in the age to come when Jesus will establish His tabernacle in 

Jerusalem (Ezekiel 37: 26-27) and all of the world will come every year to appear before the 

King and worship Him.27 Tabernacles represents both the beginning of the Kingdom age when 

for all eternity we will be with God and worship Him day and night but also a chuppah, which is 

the Jewish marriage tent. After refinement in the refiner’s fire, His purified Bride fellowships 

with Him as an abiding worshipper before the throne of God. She is a heaven-dweller who brings 

heaven to earth going about the Master’s business in all her affairs.  She carries His heart, His 

power and His love.   

In the development of a fetus on the 15th day of the seventh month the lungs of the body 

are developed, and the baby can now survive outside the womb.28 The baby is now able to 

breathe on its own when born and transport the oxygen to carry life to its members. As we 

fellowship with our Beloved as His Bride at the table of His Presence set before our enemies and 

He anoints our head with oil (Psalms 23:5), we are now able to carry this abiding life to the 

members of the Body who have yet to reach this level of development.  This is the marriage feast 

of the Lamb.  As His Beloved whose lanterns are full due to intimate fellowship with her 

Beloved, our lights shine brightly for all to see.  We must stay in communion with Him in purity 

 
27 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 17. 
28 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 24. 
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before the throne of grace and draw others into this life of light and love.  You cannot give away 

what you do not have.  His Beloved must return to her first love and truly know Him in order to 

bring heaven to earth and establish His Kingdom. 

It is important, as Spirit-filled believers, that we allow Him to finish the cleansing work, 

fully submitting ourselves to His healing hand and then beckon others to engage more intimately 

with Him.  We must have a restorative attitude toward our brethren and no longer accept the 

division, but lovingly teach and call others to come in closer and walk in their destinies allowing 

Him to complete His perfect plan for their lives.  While this is not a matter of where they will 

spend eternity, it most definitely determines how they will spend eternity.   

 

Chanukah 

With the completion of the seven feasts, the baby is now able to survive outside the 

womb and can safely be born at any time; however, the baby does not reach full-term until 280-

days, which brings us to the final major celebration of the Jewish calendar, Chanukah. Chanukah 

represents eternal light in the Temple (Revelation 21:23) and falls just at the right distance after 

Tabernacles to account for the final development of the baby to reach a healthy weight and 

size.29 Although we celebrate the birth of Jesus during this Chanukah season, I have heard 

teachings that this is the season when He was actually conceived, and He was born during the 

Feast of Tabernacles.  This would be very fitting due to that fact that in the same way spiritual 

 
29 Levitt, The Seven Feasts of Israel, 24. 
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light entered the world through Jesus, there is a spark of light that is emitted at the time of 

conception30.   

When we maintain ongoing intimacy with Christ, our lamps remain full of oil.  As we 

abide with Him, He anoints our head with oil from an overflowing cup (Psalms 23:5b) and when 

He lifts that final veil to reveal His Bride, we see Him clearly and His fiery gaze sets us ablaze 

because we are overflowing with His anointing oil.  This is how revival fires are set and His 

Beloved will burn brightly for Him.  However, this anointing takes place in the valley of the 

shadow of death.  The table of His Presence is set before us in the presence of our enemies.  It in 

these times of trial that we are given the opportunity to feast on His faithfulness and maintain 

peace in the storms of life finding safety wrapped in His Presence.  The Bride is matured in the 

valley and emerges from the wilderness leaning on her Beloved.  It is in the valley that she is 

made ready.  The lily grows in the valley.  She brings beauty into the desolate places and in Her 

crushing as she is fully submitted to His tender hand, she emits a sweet aroma for all those in the 

valley to enjoy and awaken to His goodness. The longer we persevere in the valley of the shadow 

of death and dine at the table of His Presence, the oil will not only permeate our personal lives, 

but it will also saturate the hard ground and our breakthrough will impact our region.   

The Bride as she brings heaven to earth and moves in the power of the Kingdom of God 

will emit a bright light that draws others to Him and grow the Body until the fullness of time at 

which time He will return.  Anyone who has ever been pregnant or known anyone who has been 

pregnant knows that the baby grows most rapidly in the last month gaining in size as she waits 

for the baby to come.  I believe that this is indicative of the last days revival prophesied in Joel 

 
30 BEC Crew Northwestern University. "Scientists Just Captures the Flash of Light That Sparks When a Sperm 

Meets an Egg," April 27, 2016. htttp://sciencealert.com/scientists-just-capyured-the-actual-flash-of-light-that-

sparks-when-sperm-meets-an-egg. 
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and reiterated in Acts 2:17 and is very well the season at hand.  When His Bride shines and 

moves in the power of His love due to intimacy and purity it will unlock a season of blessing 

where His Spirit will be poured out and the multitudes come into the Kingdom.  

As Spirit-filled believers, we have a responsibility to stay close to Him so that our lamps 

remain full and we are ready to meet our Bridegroom when He comes (Matthew 25:6).   An 

essential component of maintaining intimacy with Jesus is worship.  We enter His courts with 

praise and thanksgiving as we seek His face and not His hands.  “Lift up you heads, O you gates! 

And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in.” (Psalms 24: 7)   

As we worship Him, the King of glory fills His temple with His Presence, and we commune with 

Him in a love relationship that seeks to know Him as He knows us.  As abiding worshippers 

before the throne of God we enter the Holy of Holies and encounter His Presence.  As more and 

more come before the throne in worship, opening up the heavenlies where His glory breaks out, 

it is like the tabernacle of David where the glory ushered out into the land from the throne of 

God as they worshipped before the throne of His Presence.  For He has promised to return and 

raise up the tabernacle of David, restore and rebuild what David experienced so that all of 

humanity will be able to encounter the Lord. (Acts 15:16-17). For revival to break out, for His 

Kingdom to come and His will be done, we must be purified and worship day and night before 

His throne, on earth as it is in heaven.  This abiding worship creates thin places bringing heaven 

to earth in the same way when the baby is coming there is a thinning that begins to expose the 

womb to the outside world.  It is a sign that the baby is coming until at last the water breaks and 

the time is near. 
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When His Beloved walks in the love of the Father, every fear and doubt are washed away 

as she finds her satisfaction in Him and he finds it in her.31 As the Bride, we are a people set 

aside for God who thrive in adversity. “Like a lily among thorns is my love among my 

daughters.” (Song of Solomon 2:2, NKJV) Although we are the Beloved’s beautiful flowers, as 

delicate lilies of the field, we grow among the thorns, the darkness and despair of a world under 

the curse.32 And when the storms and winter gales blow across our lives, we emit a sweet aroma 

for all to enjoy.33 This is a life that truly draws others to Him; a life not simply dedicated to His 

service, but one that delights in His love.   

The consummation of the union of the Bride and the Bridgroom is the communion of the 

Spirit where two become one, an indwelling of God’s Spirit with our spirits34.  This can only be 

accomplished through intimacy with the Holy Spirit. As the Church walks in intimacy with the 

Holy Spirit, rivers of Living Water flow and quench the dry souls around us. (John 7:38) I 

propose that as more believers make the transition from child to Bride, the Body of Christ will 

grow exponentially, in the same way that a baby grows at an increasing rate during the last 

month of gestation. The rise of the Bride will signal the awakening at the end-times and just as 

the breaking water with a woman signals that the baby is coming, rivers of Living Water will 

pour forth from the Body signaling that He is near, and the earth will be filled with the 

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. (Habakkuk 2:14)  

 

 
31 H. A. Ironside, Addresses on the Song of Solomon. (New York: Loizeaux Brothers, 1933), 101. 
32 Ironside, (Addresses on the Song of Solomon,) 33. 
33 Ironside, (Addresses on the Song of Solomon,) 84. 
34 Henry Pitney Van Dusen.  Spirit, Son, and Father: Christian Faith in the Light of the Holy Spirit (New York: 

Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1958) 111. 
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Conclusion 

There is a misconception within the Body of Christ that once one receives Christ as Savior, one 

is automatically the Bride. While the Body of Christ is the Bride of Christ, entrance into the 

wedding feast of the Lamb is not guaranteed. The foolish virgins were not allowed entrance 

because they did not keep their lamps full.  (Matthew 25:12) This is not a matter of salvation but 

of intimacy. Not all will be the Bride, nor will all attend the marriage feast of the Lamb, but this 

does not eradicate their residence in Paradise. For the soul that recognizes Jesus Christ as Savior 

is received in Paradise just as readily as the thief on the cross, (Luke 23:43) but His arms are 

open wide, beckoning us to come a little closer and share His heartbeat. He desires this level of 

intimacy with His Church, yet many fail to come to know Him as their Beloved.  

In the same way that when Jesus was conceived of the Holy Spirit entering a closed 

womb and His birth tore the veil of Mary’s womb, it was His obedience unto death that tore the 

veil of the womb of God allowing access to the Father and the Kingdom.  Sons and daughters of 

God, conceived of the Holy Spirit must also die the death of the cross to tear the veil and create 

an open heaven over their lives to be carriers of His Presence.  This is the death to self, death to 

reputation, death to fear of man and selfish ambition often accompanied by misunderstanding, 

judgement, isolation, confusion, and disappointment.  His Beloved, as they are crucified with 

Christ, are often confused, because nothing went as they expected, prayed, and contended for, 

but in this misunderstanding of His work a greater thing is at hand.   

The disciples, after the crucifixion of Jesus, having abandoned all for seeming destruction 

and shattered hope came to see that a greater thing was at hand.  They had to surrender all 
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expectations, hopes, dreams and ideas of what they thought He was doing and decide whether to 

continue to have faith in their Messiah.  For those who remained faithful, there was no returning 

to life before Jesus, but after their complete surrender and death to self He instructed them to 

wait for power from on high.  In the valley as we submit to death in obedience to the Lord, we 

must also decide to continue to have faith in our Messiah regardless of any suffering or 

confusion.  Only His Beloved who have been made ready through obedience unto death are 

qualified to carry the glory of God and emerge as His Bride.  We must be willing to suffer with 

Him to be glorified with Him, yet these sufferings are nothing compared to the glory that shall be 

revealed in us. (Romans 8:17-19). In this valley season where we have faced our death, we wait 

for the foretold outpouring of His Spirit where He will bring forth streams in the desert and 

fruitfulness in the wilderness.  The Bride will emerge from the wilderness leaning on Her 

Beloved and carry His Presence and the love of the Father to a world in despair from a lack of 

love. 

As the Spirit-filled church we must have broken hearts for our brethren who do not know 

Him intimately.  A passionate desire for our brothers and sisters in Christ needs to grow in our 

hearts so our brethren are not shut out of the wedding feast (Matthew 25:11-12).  It is our 

responsibility to allow Him to accomplish this holy work in our lives and keep our lamps full, 

but then gather the brethren and call them to this journey.  The time is drawing near, and I fear 

currently the baby has yet to reach a stable size.  We must understand and communicate the 

value and importance of being Spirit-filled, maintaining intimacy with the Spirit and allowing the 

Spirit to pray through us having His way.  As we allow Him full reign and the ability to pray 

through us, He perfects us and prays His perfect will for the world.  Spirit language is critical and 

greater emphasis on prayer language, rather than less emphasis, is needed during these last days.  
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There is not a purer prayer than when the Holy Spirit prays through you. As we walk in intimacy 

with Him, we can then encourage others to come a little higher and draw in closer so He may 

finish His work in their hearts and lives. 

While the evangelical world has only recently acknowledged the validity of tongues, they 

do not fully understand the benefits or necessity of this experience nor do they openly welcome 

prayer language.  The Southern Baptist International Mission Board, prior to 2015, would 

automatically disqualify a missionary candidate if they spoke in tongues35.  If the Spirit-filled 

church encouraged, taught and supported the necessity for Spirit baptism and prayer language 

cross denominationally, as demonstrated in the Word of God, for the formation of the Body of 

Christ, we may be able to speedily overcome the barriers to a Spirit-formed and Spirit-led life 

among evangelicals.  I believe that this would lead to significant growth in the fully formed 

Body or Bride.  Strategically this message needs to be addressed head-on for the sake of the lost 

and suffering world.   

Even among those who are saved and Spirit-filled, there is suffering and bondage due to 

the efforts of the enemy to abort the baby.  I have loved God my entire life and asked to be 

baptized at six but did not get born-again or Spirit-filled until I was 36 years old.  It has been a 

long and hard fight to break free and heal from the lies and wounds of the enemy considering the 

fact that my original armor consisted of only a helmet and perhaps bits and pieces of the 

remaining metal.  I have fought viscously for my freedom in the Spirit since 2003, overcoming 

mindsets that hinder intimacy and learning to rest in His Word and in my Beloved’s arms no 

 
35 Greg Horton and Yonat Shimron. "Southern Baptists to open their ranks to missionaries who speak in tongues." 

The Washington Post. May 14, 2015, https://www.washigtonpost.com/national/religion/southern-baptists-to-

open-their-ranks-to-missionaries-who-speak-in-tongues/2015/05/14/1fddd28a-fa7e-11e4-a47c-

e56f4db884ed_story.html. 
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matter the circumstances for we are transformed by the renewing of our minds.  It is a fight 

worth fighting and as more Bride’s emerge, we have a responsibility to beckon others to unite 

with Him and reunite the Body, for it is by our love for one another that the world will know we 

are His. (John 13:35) We must get serious about fighting for our brethren to enter the 

transformational process and become His Bride for time is drawing near.  “And the Spirit and the 

Bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come.  

Whomever desires, let him take the water of life freely…He who testifies of these things says, 

‘Surely I am coming quickly.’ Amen.  Even so, come Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:17, 20) 
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